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On Exhibit  

 

Bull Mt. Artists and 

Friends showcases 

the work of  

regional artisans. 

The exhibition  

includes paintings, 

photography,  

jewelry and folk 

art. On display 

through July 30.  

 

The Homestead  

Postcard Club  

Exhibit:  

Victorian Bathing 

Beauties  

Please join us for an exhibition 

opening and reception on  

August 2, 2009 from 2:00 to 

4:00 p.m. in the Continuing 

Education Center. The  

collection of oil paintings  

recently donated by the R. J. 

Reynolds Tobacco Company to 

the Virginia Tech Foundation 

will be on display.   

 
 Susan M. Ivey, Chairman, 

President and Chief Executive 

Officer, Reynolds American 

Inc., will be on hand to talk 

about the gift and reflect on 

how the paintings depict the 

rich cultural history of tobacco 

in America, which is so integral 

to the Reynolds family history. 

Representatives from Virginia 

Tech will give remarks of  

gratitude and appreciation. 

 
The artwork depicts various 

aspects of harvesting, hanging, 

and selling tobacco and  

illustrates a valuable part of the 

Great Depression. 

 

The artists featured in the  

exhibition include Arnold Blanch, 

Clarence Holbrook Carter, 

James Chapin, John Stockton de 

Martelly, Cosmo de Salvo, John 

Philip Falter, Irwin D. Hoffman, 

David Stone Martin, George 

Schreiber, Zoltan Leslie Sepeshy, 
and Lawrence Beall Smith. 

 
Director Kay Dunkley invites the 

community to join in this cele-

bration: òIt would mean a great 

deal to us for our community of 

friends to attend this important 

occasion! Join us for an after-

noon of drinks and hors dõoeu-

vres as we commemorate this 

generous contribution of art.ó 

Cecil Murray Akers will provide 

a variety of selections on the 

piano.  

Please contact Michele Faircloth 

at (276) 694-7181, extension 21, 

no later than July 28th to let us 

know if you are able to attend. 

heritage of the Reynolds family. 

Future plans for the Reynolds 

Homestead include reconstruct-

ing the tobacco barn on the 

property; therefore, the oil 

paintings will provide impressive 

visual imagery in support of 

walking through the barn and 

learning the story of how  

tobacco was cured.  
 

The paintings reflect the artisti-

cally significant era known as 

òAmerican Regionalism.ó Also 

known as American Scene  

painters, this group of American 

artists were prominent during 

the 1930s and ô40s. Regionalists 

concentrated on the realistic 

depiction of scenes and life of 

the Midwest and South, derived 

from a patriotic desire to  

establish a genuine American art 

free from European influence. 

The paintings of this period are 

realistic portrayals of rural 

America that often express the 

despair and loneliness of the 

The Foddrells in Concert at Fairy Stone 
Patrick County favorites The 

Foddrells  will be in concert at 

Fairy Stone Park on Friday, July 

24 in the second of the  

Homestead at Fairy Stone Park 

Concert series, co-sponsored by 

SunTrust Bank in Stuart. 

 

The band will be playing its 

eclectic mix of blues, soul and 
R&B.  The members of the band 

include Lynn Foddrell on bass 

and vocals, Michael Thompson 

on keyboards, saxophone, and 

vocals, and the Homesteadõs 

own Douglas Turner on rhythm 

guitar and vocals. Come on out 

to Fairy Stone to enjoy an  

evening of great music and fun! 

The concert is free, but park 

admission rates admission rates 

apply for attendees. In the event 

of rain, the concert will be 

moved to a nearby picnic  

shelter. 



LEARNING-DISCOVERY-ENGAGEMENT  

The long range planning  

sub-committee of the Reynolds  

Advisory has settled on several  

projects that will advance the  

success of the historic home and  

continuing education center.  The list 

of priorities fits within the goals and 

operational objectives as outlined in 

the strategic plan and will enhance the 

experience for any tourist, schoolchil-

dren or anyone interested in history 

who comes to visit the university's 

state and national historic 

site.  Priorities include: 

1. Enhancement of the slave 

cemetery . This project  

deserves to be lifted as one of 

the most important to give the 

viewer the appropriate spiritual, 

historical, and emotional experience to 

celebrate the resting place of the men, 

women, and children who lived and 

worked on this tobacco plantation. 

2. Reconstruction of the tobacco 

barn -to rebuild the barn for purposes 

of interpreting the processing of flue 

cured leaf tobacco.  Although few signs 

of the crop presently remain, this  

project will genuinely boost the  

interpretation of the RJ Reynolds  

tobacco enterprise. 

3. Maintenance of the historic home . 

A thorough assessment has been con-

ducted by a notable conservation histo-

rian and renovations and improvements 

will be made before the end of 2009.   

  

All three projects describe a process 

of learning-discovery-and engagement. 

If you have questions or need  

additional information, feel free to 

contact me at kdunkley@vt.edu.  Stay 

tunedé 

 

òDinner and a Movie Nightó is Thursday, July 16 at 

7:00 p.m., and features òMiss Potter.ó  This 2006 film 

stars Renee Zellweger, who was nominated for a 

Golden Globe award for her outstanding perform-

ance as Beatrix Potter. 

 

The beloved author and artist, Miss Potter, grew up 

in the era of the early 1900s, in England, when 

women, especially those of her wealthy class, were 

encouraged to marry and certainly not to have a 

career as a published author and artist.  Beatrix 

defies tradition, and from an early age, draws and 

tells stories of the animals who are her close, imagi-

native friends ð animals such as Peter Rabbit and 

Jemima Duck, who are much admired and a 

part of childhood to this day.  Romance, family 

tensions and the beautiful scenery of the  

English Lake District shape this movie into an 

intriguing and fascinating story.  Rated PG. 

For those who would like a full evening of  

enjoyment, a gourmet meal, prepared by a 

guest chef, is available for $10.00 per person.  

Reservations are required for dinner and it 

begins promptly at 6:15 p.m.  The movie is 

shown at 7:00 p.m. and is free.   Everyone is 

encouraged to bring a donation of non-

perishable items for the Patrick County Food 

Bank. 

Dinner and a Movie Night 

A Message from Director Kay Dunkley 

Patrick County native Susannah Neth-

erland is serving as the Interim Assis-

tant Program Coordinator at the 

Reynolds Homestead for the summer. 

In this position, Susannah is helping 

plan cultural events for the Home-

stead such as òThe History Around 

Usó and òDessert and Coffee withéó 

 She is also assisting with the Summer 

Art Camp and researching herbs to add 

to the nineteenth century herb garden 

at the historic house.  

Susannah graduated from Queens Uni-

versity of Charlotte in May 2008 with a 

Bachelorõs in Political Science and a 

Introducing Susannah Netherland minor in European History. She also 

worked on Senator Creigh Deedsõ cam-

paign for governor from October 2008 

to February 2009 as Deputy Finance 

Director for Southwest Virginia. She 

has plans to attend law school in the fall 

of 2010. Susannah is very excited to be 

back in Patrick County, assisting the 

Homestead for the summer. She looks 

forward to all the new experiences the 

Homestead has to offer! 
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The History Around Us: Smithfield Plantation 

Upcoming Summer Camps 
Youth Nature Camp  

  

Youth Nature Camp will be 

held the week of July 6 

through the 10, from 9:00 

a.m. to noon each day. The 

camp is designed for children 

ages 5 to 8, and they will learn 

to use all five senses while 

exploring the world around 

them and be more aware of 

the beauty of the nature. Each 

day campers will participate in 

learning activities featuring 

different aspects of the  

natural world, playing games 

such as, òSeeing Colors in 

Nature,ó òAnimal Tracking,ó 

and òAnimal Pretend.ó Chil-

dren will also construct ani-

mal masks and participate in 

other art projects related to 

their learning activities. Staff 

from the Virginia Museum of  

Summer Art Camp: This Can 

Is a Frog! 

Summer Art Camp will be held the 

week of July 13 through the 17, 

from 9am to noon each day. The 

camp is for students ages 9 to 12. 

Kayla Ellis will be the instructor this 

year, and she will show the stu-

dents how to find art in everyday 

objects. The final day of camp, July 

17, will feature an art show of the 

studentsõ hard work throughout 

the week. The art show will be 

held from noon to 1pm. Art Camp 

will be $65 for one child and $55 

for each additional child in the 

same family. Snacks will be pro-

vided each day, and registration is 

required. For more information 

about the summer camps, please 

call the Homestead at (276) 694-

7181. 

 

so take a lunch break from 

work and come down to the 

Continuing Education Center 

and learn more about the 

historical sites of Virginia and 

surrounding states. 

On the eve of the American 

Revolution, the Virginia back-

country was a place of collid-

ing cultures, clashing ideas, and  

physical danger. Wolves 

howled at night and panthers 

The History Around Us  

The next program in òThe 

History Around Usó series at 

the Reynolds Homestead will 

feature  Historic Smithfield 

Plantation from Blacksburg, 

Virginia, on Wednesday, July 1 

from 12 noon until 1:00 

p.m.  The program, co-

sponsored by the Patrick 

County Historical Society, is a 

òbring your own lunchó event, 

 

H O M E S T E A D  H I G H L I G H T S  

roamed the forest. Europeans and 

native Shawnee and Cherokee vied 

for the same fertile farmlands, often 

erupting into murderous violence. 

Join Historic Smithfieldõs Lori 

Tolliver-Jones as she discusses the 

haven of aristocratic elegance that 

became a social and political center 

established by Revolutionary War 

patriot William Preston in 1774 on 

the eastern continental divide.  

 

Natural History will be on hand 

for one day of camp to en-

hance the campersõ learning 

experience. Snacks will be pro-

vided each day, and registration 

is required. The cost for the 

camp will be $55 for one child 

and $50 for each additional 

child in the same family. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Do Not Miss! 
Please note that the Continuing 

Education Center will be closed 

on July 3rd  but the Historic Home 

will be open for tours from 1 -4 

p.m.  

 

òDraw What You Seeó Drawing 

Class  

 

Drawing is the foundation of the visual 

arts and is the key to painting well in 

any medium. Award-winning artist 

Greg Arens guides students of all levels 

and abilities in ways to improve their 

drawing skills. Students will work from 

several different objects, plus explore 

the drawing of portraits. July 6-10 

from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 each day. 

$65.00 includes all supplies except 

drawing paper. 

 

  

òPreparing for College Essay 

Writing.ó  

 

Composing a superior high school, 

college or university  

essay requires good writing, organiza-

tional and analytical skills. Lisa Martin, 

former advanced placement and  

community college English instructor, 

will teach students how to prepare 

for writing essays, how to tell good 

writing from bad, how to support 

ideas, and how to organize any type 

of essay for maximum effectiveness. 

Rising high school juniors and seniors 

and prospective college students on 

the community college and university 

levels are invited. All class materials 

are provided, though students may 

bring laptops if desired. July 20-24 

from  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon each 

day. $80.00 

Rural Music Coalition  

 

For those interested in the history of 

regional music, the Homestead has a 

new group for you to join! 

 

Led by journeyman guitarist Michael 

òLesó Moore, the group will explore 

the history of blues and rural music 

with guest musicians, workshops, 

and jam sessions with a supportive 

group eager to share ideas.  

 

Moore traveled for most of his adult 

life playing blues in some of the great 

music cities in America: Kansas City, 

Chicago, Memphis and St. Louis. He 

is eager to share his knowledge and 

create an atmosphere of sharing and 

learning for all those who love  

music. 

 

The Coalition meets the 2nd Mon-

day of every month at 6:30. The in-

augural meeting will be July 13: All 

music lovers are invited! 

  

 

 

 1 

History Around 

Us: Smithfield  

12 noon 

2 3 

Holiday: RH 

Closed 

4 

5 6 
Nature Camp 9-12 

Drawing Class 2-5 

Photo Club 6:30 

7 
Nature Camp 9-12 

Drawing Class 2-5 

 

 

8 

Nature Camp 9-12 

Drawing Class 2-5 

Postcard Club 

7:00 

9 

Nature Camp 9-12 

Drawing Class 2-5 

10 

Nature Camp 9-12 

Drawing Class 2-5 

11 

 

12 13 

Art Camp 9-12 

 

Rural Music 

Coalition 6:30 

14 

Art Camp 9-12 

Great Books 6:30 

15 

Art Camp 9-12 

16 

Art Camp 9-12 

Dinner & Movie 

6:15/7:00 

17 

Art Camp 9-12 

18 

19 

Weavers Exchange 

2:00 

20 

Essay Class 9-12 

Decorative Paint-

ers 9:30 

21 

Essay Class 9-12 

22 

Essay Class 9-12 

23 

Essay Class 9-12 

24 

Essay Class 9-12 

Fairy Stone: 

Foddrells 7:30 

25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

July 2009 


